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Foot-and-Mouth Disease Summit Gaining Interest 

A regional foot-and-mouth disease (FMD) summit set for Wednesday, December 12 in 

Billings is gaining tremendous regional interest. Organizers say livestock producers and 

animal health officials from at least 10 states have already registered for the one-day 

program to be held at the Billings Hotel and Convention Center. 

The agenda for the Foot and Mouth Disease Summit will focus on measures to prevent 

the threat of FMD and strengthen the livestock industry’s defenses against this potentially 

devastating disease. The program set to begin at 8:00am will look at the implications of an 

FMD outbreak and the national FMD picture. The summit will conclude at 5:30pm following 

a discussion on future FMD control efforts in Montana and the formation of a state FMD 

working group. 

“We have put together a long list of national and regional experts on FMD and 

emergency animal disease response,” said Charlene Schuster, Billings, Mont, executive 

director of the Montana Beef Council. “This summit is designed to address the issues related 

to preventing, detecting and responding to a FMD crisis in this country.” 

The summit is a joint effort of the Montana Beef Council and the Montana State 

University Beef Quality Assurance program. The program has been assigned seven (7) 

“continuing education” credits for Montana veterinarians. 

FMD is a severe, highly communicable viral disease of cattle and swine. It also affects 

sheep, goats, deer, and other cloven-hooved ruminants. FMD is not recognized as a human 

disease and the United States has been free of FMD since 1929. 

The disease is characterized in animals by fever and blister-like lesions followed by 

erosions on the tongue and lips, in the mouth, on the teats, and between the hooves. Many 

affected animals recover, but the disease leaves them debilitated. In cattle it causes severe 

losses in the production of meat and milk.  

The summit will include information generated from other FMD cases and investigations, 

outline government crisis planning and present an opportunity to discuss critical issues 

related to preventing, detecting and responding to a FMD outbreak in this country. 

“Livestock producers are concerned about FMD and it shows by the tremendous amount 

of regional attention news of this program is generating,” said Clint Peck, Billings, Mont, 

director of Montana Beef Quality Assurance. “We invite anyone interested in discussing this 

important national animal health issue to join us in Billings in December.” 

Winter Grazing Activity and Forage Intake of Range Cows in the 

Northern Great Plains 

In the mid-1980’s Don Adams and others conducted research at the ARS-Ft. Keogh Research 
Station to determine how cold weather influenced grazing behavior and forage consumption.  
The objectives were to determine relationships between winter weather variables, grazing 
activities and forage intake of 3- and 6-year-old cows on native range in eastern MT.  The 
following two tables are a summary of their research and show at what time during the day, 
cows spent grazing and how snow cover influenced forage intake and digestibility of native 
range.  The temperature during these studies ranged from about -31 F to 32 F. 

 
Effects of Cow Age and Snow Cover on Time of the Day (expressed as a percentage of the 24 
hour period) Cows Spent Grazing Native Range 

 Cow Age Snow Cover 
Time of day           3 yr old 6 yr old No Yes 

                               Percentage of the total day spent grazing 
12 am- 6 am 8 7 7 9 
6 am- Noon 38 37 39a 36b 
Noon- 6 pm 46 49 46 50 
6 pm- midnight 8 7 7 8 

                               Total hours spent grazing 
Total hours 
spent  grazing 

           
          6.9b 

 
  7.4a 

 
 7.3 

 
7.0 

a,b Significantly different, P<0.05 
 
Dry matter intake and forage digestibility by 3 and  6 year old cows grazing fall-winter native 
range from  November 28 to December 30 

                                        Dry matter intake, lbs                         Dry matter digestibility, % 
                 Cow age:    3 year old             6 year old                3 year old                6 year old 
Date of collection     

11/28-  12/2 24 27 55 52 
12/5-    12/9 25 27 60 56 
12/12- 12-16 21 21 56 51 
12/19–12/22 19 19 53 49 
12/26- 12/30 15 15 38 36 

        No differences due to cow age         Cow age is different, P<.05 
        Period is different, P<.05                              Period is different, P<.05 
 
Grazing time was affected by cow age, snow cover, wind velocity and daily temperature.  Forage 
intake was decreased at colder mean daily temperatures.  It was concluded that adverse winter 
weather reduced grazing activity and forage intake of cows grazing on native rangelands.  
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