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Foot-and-Mouth Disease Summit Gaining Interest 

A regional foot-and-mouth disease (FMD) summit set for Wednesday, December 12 in 

Billings is gaining tremendous regional interest. Organizers say livestock producers and 

animal health officials from at least 10 states have already registered for the one-day 

program to be held at the Billings Hotel and Convention Center. 

The agenda for the Foot and Mouth Disease Summit will focus on measures to prevent 

the threat of FMD and strengthen the livestock industry’s defenses against this potentially 

devastating disease. The program set to begin at 8:00am will look at the implications of an 

FMD outbreak and the national FMD picture. The summit will conclude at 5:30pm following 

a discussion on future FMD control efforts in Montana and the formation of a state FMD 

working group. 

“We have put together a long list of national and regional experts on FMD and 

emergency animal disease response,” said Charlene Schuster, Billings, Mont, executive 

director of the Montana Beef Council. “This summit is designed to address the issues related 

to preventing, detecting and responding to a FMD crisis in this country.” 

The summit is a joint effort of the Montana Beef Council and the Montana State 

University Beef Quality Assurance program. The program has been assigned seven (7) 

“continuing education” credits for Montana veterinarians. 

FMD is a severe, highly communicable viral disease of cattle and swine. It also affects 

sheep, goats, deer, and other cloven-hooved ruminants. FMD is not recognized as a human 

disease and the United States has been free of FMD since 1929. 

The disease is characterized in animals by fever and blister-like lesions followed by 

erosions on the tongue and lips, in the mouth, on the teats, and between the hooves. Many 

affected animals recover, but the disease leaves them debilitated. In cattle it causes severe 

losses in the production of meat and milk.  

The summit will include information generated from other FMD cases and investigations, 

outline government crisis planning and present an opportunity to discuss critical issues 

related to preventing, detecting and responding to a FMD outbreak in this country. 

“Livestock producers are concerned about FMD and it shows by the tremendous amount 

of regional attention news of this program is generating,” said Clint Peck, Billings, Mont, 

director of Montana Beef Quality Assurance. “We invite anyone interested in discussing this 

important national animal health issue to join us in Billings in December.” 

Feed Cost Calculator 

My colleague Rick Funston from the University of Nebraska sent an email this morning 
suggesting that ranchers who read Prime Cuts might enjoy evaluating the computer 
program “Feed Cost Calculator” written by Matt Stockton and Roger Wilson from the 
University of Nebraska.  This program runs on Excel and is easily downloaded.  To go to 
the web site, type or copy   http://westcentral.unl.edu/agecon/.   
 
I wanted to compare the costs of purchasing, freight, storage and feeding for four 
different feedstuffs.  The following (page 2) is an example of one of the summary 
sheets. The feedstuffs I wanted to compare were two types of grass hay, an alfalfa hay 
and a commercial supplement.  The beauty of this type of program is that you can 
quickly compare the costs of providing feedstuffs to the cowherd in terms of protein, 
energy (TDN) and feed losses.   Page three shows the costs of feeding a 200cow herd.  I 
made up the amounts of hay and supplement to feed each day for a 90 day period.  I 
think you will like this program, especially facing the high costs of cereal grains this year.    
 
Thanks Rick for sharing.  As usual, I owe you.   JP 
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    Feed 

  Feed Number 1 2 3 4 

  Description 
Grass Hay 
(Premium) Grass Hay 

Alfalfa Hay 
(Good) Suppl. A 

  Price per Unit  $      100.00   $        85.00   $      110.00   $      220.00  

  Pounds per unit       2,000.00        2,000.00        2,000.00        2,000.00  
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%DM 90.0% 90.0% 90.0% 90.0% 

%CP 13.0% 11.0% 18.4% 32.0% 

%TDN 63.0% 55.0% 59.0% 83.0% 
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CP $ per lb  $        0.427   $        0.429   $        0.332   $        0.382  

TDN $ per lb  $        0.088   $        0.086   $        0.104   $        0.147  

DM $ per lb  $        0.056   $        0.047   $        0.061   $        0.122  

F
re
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h
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Rate per mile  $          4.50   $          4.50   $          4.50   $          4.50  

Miles              5.00               5.00               5.00               5.00  

Units per load              2.00               2.00               2.00               1.00  

Cost per unit  $        11.25   $        11.25   $        11.25   $        22.50  

Waste (per cent) 1.0% 1.0% 0.5% 0.5% 

Per cent 
delivered 99.0% 99.0% 99.5% 99.5% 
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CP $ per lb  $        0.480   $        0.491   $        0.368   $        0.423  

TDN $ per lb  $        0.099   $        0.098   $        0.115   $        0.163  

DM $ per lb  $        0.062   $        0.054   $        0.068   $        0.135  
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Cost per unit  $          1.00   $          1.00   $          1.00   $             -    

Waste (per cent) 2.0% 2.0% 1.0% 0.0% 

Per cent fed 97.0% 97.0% 98.5% 99.5% 
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 CP $ per lb  $        0.499   $        0.511   $        0.377   $        0.425  

TDN $ per lb  $        0.103   $        0.102   $        0.117   $        0.164  

DM $ per lb  $        0.065   $        0.056   $        0.069   $        0.136  
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Cost per unit  $          5.00   $          5.00   $          7.00   $          2.00  

Waste (per cent) 2.0% 2.0% 2.0% 1.0% 

Per cent 
consumed 95.1% 95.1% 96.5% 98.5% 
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CP $ per lb  $        0.542   $        0.559   $        0.410   $        0.433  

TDN $ per lb  $        0.112   $        0.112   $        0.128   $        0.167  

DM $ per lb  $        0.071   $        0.061   $        0.075   $        0.139  

       



Feed Needed 
   

Feed Costs 
     

 
Feed Number 1 

    
1 2 3 4 

 

 
Lbs / Hd / Day (As Fed) 0 

    Grass Hay 
(Premium) Grass Hay 

Alfalfa Hay 
(Good) Suppl. A Total Costs 

 
Number of Days Fed 0 

 
2 

 
Feed 

 
Number of Cows Fed 0 

 
3 

P
u

rc
h

a
s
e
 

Unit Price 100.00 85.00 110.00 220.00 
 

 
Feed Needed - ton 5 % Dry Matter 90.0% 90.0% 90.0% 90.0% 

 

    
6 lbs per Unit 2,000 2,000 2,000 2,000 

 

    
4 Units Purchased - 245.69 46.62 18.27 

 

 
Feed Number 2 

  
Cost - 20,883.58 5,127.68 4,020.10 30,031.36 

 
Lbs / Hd / Day (As Fed) 25.96 

 
13 

H
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Number of Days Fed 90 

 
11 Units per Load 2.00 2.00 2.00 1.00 

 

 
Number of Cows Fed 200 

 
12 Cost per Mile 4.50 4.50 4.50 4.50 

 

 
Feed Needed 233.60 ton 

 
Miles 5.00 5.00 5.00 5.00 

 

    
15 Cost per Unit 11.25 11.25 11.25 22.50 

 

     
Waste % 1.0% 1.0% 0.5% 0.5% 

 

 
Feed Number 3 

  
Hauling Cost - 2,764.00 524.42 411.15 

 

 
Lbs / Hd / Day (As Fed) 5 

  
Cost - 23,647.58 5,652.10 4,431.25 33,730.93 

 
Number of Days Fed 90 

         

 
Number of Cows Fed 200 
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Cost per Unit 1.00 1.00 1.00 - 
 

 
Feed Needed 45.00 ton 18 Waste % 2.0% 2.0% 1.0% 0.0% 

 

     
Units Stored - 243.23 46.38 18.18 

 

     
Storage Cost - 243.23 46.38 - 

 

 
Feed Number 4 

  
Subtotal Cost - 23,890.81 5,698.48 4,431.25 34,020.54 

 
Lbs / Hd / Day (As Fed) 2 

         

 
Number of Days Fed 90 
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 Cost per Unit 5.00 5.00 7.00 2.00 

 

 
Number of Cows Fed 200 

 
21 Waste % 2.0% 2.0% 2.0% 1.0% 

 

 
Feed Needed 18.00 ton 

 
Units Fed - 238.37 45.92 18.18 

 

     
Feeding Cost - 1,191.84 321.43 36.36 

 

     
Total Cost - 25,082.65 6,019.91 4,467.61 35,570.17 



 


