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Cover crops are commonly used in cropping systems, where

they are planted between primary crops. Cover crops provide
numerous benefits to the agricultural ecosystem including ... 2 Proposgd Sg!utign

1

* Compare the effects of two grai’ing treatments, low stocking density
continuous and high stocking density rotational on:

* Competing with weeds Legumes make good cover crops because ~ — Cover crop termination

i .  ha -1 5 o1 .
they add soil nltrogen. Legumes also have Pea: 23 sheep acre'! continuous, 93 sheep acre™! rotational
*Improving soil health high protein (Pea: 16 to 18% CP; Clover: 19-21%
*Conserving water i ibili .36 Q69 . 639

cP) and digestibility (Pea: 36 — 86%; Clover: 63%) .. Wit vt

* Nitrogen fixation Grazing to terminate cover crops could turn » ot oo . =

—BUT cover crops need to be terminated and conventional an expense into an asset
approaches, tillage or herbicides, can be environmentally
and economically unsustainable.

* Protecting soil surface

—Clover: 18 sheep acre’! continuous, 72 sheep acre! rotatiol

— Wether live weight gains

—Field pea (Pisum sativum), 2013

—Yellow sweetclover (Melilotus officinalis), 2014

Results
Field Pea 2013 e Yellow Sweetclover 2014

* Prostrate growth habit * Biennial in second year of growth * Deep taproot
e 5 Production varied < 3,000 to > 5,000 Ibs acre® by plot ¢ Erect growth habit

i

Annual
P uction averaged 2,800 Ibs acre:l.
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b Pea Cover Crop Termination by Grazing Treatment
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Percent Cover by Termination Method after Pea Cover

Percent Cover by Termination Method after Clover
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